All clubs will (should) be aware that there has been some discussion regarding a combined competition between teams from CVHA and the Goulburn Valley Hockey Association.  I’d like to give you a bit of an update.
Background
Several months again, representatives from the GVHA approached CVHA Committee of Management about playing some matches against each other.  GVHA have only 3 A Grade Women’s teams and 4 A Grade Men’s teams in their competition, so by their own admission they are not strong and are in decline.  Without changing the way that their competition is structured their lifespan is not great.  In recent years they have lost a number of players and even some clubs.  They needed to change things and have approached us.
Their proposal was to retain each others existing competitions and add games against teams from the other association along the way.  A meeting was held 14th October and attended by three CVHA clubs.  A subsequent meeting was held in November with only one CVHA club in attendance, and some high level decisions have been made.
Outcome
A competition will run alongside CVHA’s regular A grade competition.  Some CVHA rounds will be designated as Regional Super League rounds where the teams that have entered will be rostered against teams from both associations.  If you play against teams from CVHA then points will count towards both CVHA and the Regional Super League competitions.  All other rounds will contribute to CVHA’s competition only.  Any club that has an A grade team but chooses not to enter the Regional Super League will not play in the rounds that are designated as Regional Super League rounds where teams play against GVHA teams.  A ladder will be kept but there will be no finals, just a top team (Premier) for each gender.
There will also be a round robin to kick off the new competition in Bendigo.  At this stage it is proposed that it be the last weekend in March.
I will be your contact point from the CVHA side of things and anyone with questions can contact me on mobile 0408 535 772 or the below email address. 
Where to now
There is still a lot of water to go under the bridge to get this off the ground and several GVHA members along with Elaine Hood have been putting together some guidelines as to how this competition will run 
If you have any questions or want to get involved, please yell out.
Ross Evans (Evo) President – Strathdale Hockey Club
ross.evans@bendigobank.com.au
