Hockey contest ends all tied up
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A GREAT clash between the Central Victoria Blazers women’s hockey team and club greats ended in a three-all draw on Saturday afternoon at the Ashley Street pitch in Ironbark. 

The heat was on from the first pass as the Blazers warmed up for another State League season in the traditional showdown with club legends. 

The Blazers’ line-up for the 2009 campaign includes Kat Hehir, Anna Rookes, Lauren Varapodio, Janine Andrews and Jaz Poyser. 

A star-studded line-up of former Blazers included Sally Anderson, Kaye Aitkin and Shae George. 

In the men’s clash, the All-Stars scored a 6-3 win against the CV Blazers. 

Despite the loss, Blazers’ coach Greg Anderson said there were a lot of positive signs to take from the match. 

“A lot of our younger players showed a lot of skill, pace, and did well under pressure,” Anderson said. 

Among the players to impress for the line-up to compete in State League were Charlie Walker at half-back, as well as Coen Heslop and Chris Roberts. 

“We also had a couple of our more experienced players unavailable for Saturday’s match.” 

Several of the Blazers’ youngsters will be back on the Ashley Street pitch this Sunday for the start of the Regional Super League. 

This year, the A grade men’s and women’s teams from the Goulburn Valley Hockey Association will join with the A grade men’s and women’s hockey teams from Central Victoria Hockey Association to compete in the RSL action. 

This Sunday’s play will be on the wet and sand pitches at the Ashley Street hockey complex. 

Action begins at 8.45am and will involve teams from as far afield as Echuca, Strathdale, Mooroopona, Sandhurst, Strikers, Loddon Murray, CV Blazers, SYC, and Eaglehawk. 

